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2021 has been another challenging year for most people. It has been very difficult for so many worldwide but 
especially in Moldova. 
 
Despite the lockdown and other restrictions, we were able to send Aid Trucks in January, 
March and July; we are now ready to send the Christmas lorry. We are really blessed with 
some fantastic support. Not only have we received some really lovely clothing etc. but the 
team in our store in Exmouth have been incredible and, despite all the problems, have 
sorted, bagged and boxed tonnes and tonnes of beautiful clothing and many other lovely 
things that enabled us to send all these trucks. Furthermore, we have generous people who 
have provided the money to send all this to Moldova, and to cap all this our landlord has 
allowed us to stay with no rent to pay.  
 
We are really fortunate in having so many incredible and loyal helpers. There is such a diversity from our 
dependable team at our store who spend many hours preparing everything for our trucks also our various groups 
of knitters who tirelessly make jumpers, scarves, hats and gloves. 
 
Christmas Shoebox Appeal - the Rotary Club of Dawlish Water has again 
stepped up and helped coordinate and collect thousands of Christmas 
boxes. Most of our support is local but we are also indebted to those 
from far away, the Rotary Club in St Ives, Cambridgeshire who organize 
support for our Christmas Appeal, Jeremy from the Birmingham area 

who has for many years driven 
hundreds of miles to collect 
from Cambridge and bring the 
shoeboxes to us in Exmouth.  
 

We receive a lot of knitting from all over the country; from our Bexhill 
knitters miles away to Mavis Hawkins from Paignton who has been a long 
term supporter and sends some lovely new knitting as well as Carol Escott 
who must have made 100 jumpers in 2020 during lockdowns. We have so 
many dedicated people, male and female, who make such beautiful things 
for us to take. 
 

Covid restrictions prevented our usual visits but on behalf of all those in Moldova who have benefitted from your 
generosity we convey their heartfelt thanks. We have said on many occasions, every jumper, every shirt, every pair 
of trousers, everything is of great practical help but also carries a very powerful message, a message of hope. They 
realise they are not abandoned but there are people they have never met who spend their time and money trying 
to help them. This is a great comfort to them. 
 

With no rent or salaries to pay we were able to send financial 
help to those trying to survive their hard lives in Moldova. Life in 
Moldova has been made even worse since the pandemic began. 
Many of the factories in Moldova make clothes for the West but 
with Worldwide lockdown demand plummeted and factories 
suffered. The factory pictured here is a good one and really cares 
for their workers. Sadly, there are many who exploit their 
workers, pay them badly and make huge demands. Greater 
company profit more important than their employee’s families. 



 
In Moldova paid employment is difficult to obtain at the best of times but the past two years have been so much 
more difficult. In the villages it is even more challenging, most families are reliant on the produce they grow as 
meaningful paid work is only a dream. Many have no real alternative but to leave their families to work in other 
countries to support their families, sadly many never return. Nearly a third of the population has left over the past 
thirty years and the population is forecast to reduce by a further 10% in the next five years. 
 
Covid 19 Pandemic in Moldova. –  There are many cases of Covid in 
Moldova and with winter coming it is likely to increase. Unfortunately, 
the health service in Moldova is not as good as we enjoy here; indeed, 
many believe the  majority are killed by the treatment they receive and 
feel going to hospital is a greater threat than Covid itself. 
 
Moldova has plenty of vaccines available but so many are reluctant to 
have it. It is so easy to criticize the thousands who do not want to have 
the vaccine; there are so many who are vaccination sceptics.  
 
Why do people in Moldova not want the vaccination?  -  For so many years Moldova has been the happy recipient 
of much of the West’s used cast-offs. They have been very grateful for all the used clothing, old ambulances, fire 
engines etc. etc..  Many in Moldova feel the vaccines they have been sent are the old vaccines that are of no use to 
us in the West and so are given to Moldova, they worry the vaccines are old and of no real benefit.   -   The other 
thought and fear is that these vaccines are new and largely untested. They believe they have been sent to trial on 
Moldovans to see how effective they are and to see if there are any bad side-effects. Only if they are proved to be 
effective and have no bad side-effects would those in the West use them. Many in Moldova think they are being 
used as human Guineapigs. 
 
We would obviously like to think all this is rubbish but convincing people is not an easy task. The more those in 
authority push the more many are convinced it is a bad thing. 
 
The past two years have been challenging for everyone. Many charities have experienced reduced financial support; 
this includes us. Nevertheless, we have managed to achieve so much and helped in ways we have not before. As 
previously mentioned, this pandemic has prohibited our usual visits to our Soup Kitchens, families and our other 
projects. This has made things so very difficult but we were able to support financially in an effort to combat all the 
additional problems created during these horrid times.  For over thirty years we have always prided ourselves with 
the personal touch; by visiting regularly and observing the affect our support is having. We have been able to adjust 
where necessary but most importantly demonstrate the fact we care, give them a cuddle and listen to their 
problems. This is so valuable.  We endeavoured to do everything over the Internet but this is not the same. 
 
Moldova October / November 2021 
 

We were delighted to be able to return in October and see the families, the children at our Soup Kitchens and our 
other projects. As lovely as it was to see everyone it is upsetting to see all they have to endure; life seems so unfair. 
Over all the years we have helped so many but there is still so much to do and it is a privilege to be able to do this. 
 

Andrei is a hard-working man who is married and has a lovely young daughter.  With work being difficult to obtain 
he lends his hand to almost anything to do with building.   
 
You will be surprised to learn, Andrei has no legs! When Andrei 
was fifteen, he went to St Petersburg where he was attacked and 
left by the railway line. He was found but his injuries led to both 
his legs being amputated. Years later he met and married Oxana. 
At the age of eighteen Oxana was walking home in the winter and 
fell. She was in the snow for a long time and as a result her left leg 
had to be amputated.  
 
Andrei and Oxana now have a lovely nine-year-old girl Taisia. They both work despite their disabilities and Andrei 
frequently has to travel several miles to work, this he did in his wheelchair often taking over an hour to get there. 



Life is a daily struggle and we were very happy to give Andrei an electric mobility scooter. This made the world of 
difference to his life, his working day has been shortened by a couple of hours. 
 
When we visited in October Andrei was rubbing his eyes. We asked if there was a 
problem and he told us he had been welding but had no mask. This is a very 
dangerous thing to attempt but he has to work and earn for his family. The welding 
arc, welder’s flash, generates bright ultra-violet radiation and can inflame the 
cornea; damage can be permanent. A new mask would cost about £20, £20 he didn’t 
have. We are pleased to say we were able to arrange a mask for him. 
 
We are delighted to be able to support Andrei and his wife Oxana. They work so hard 
and against all odds, they succeed which is really good to see. 
 

Heading further south to the village of Leușeni we visited another hard-working man 
who has so many reasons not to survive.  

 

Mihail lives with his wife Valintina in this village in the middle of Moldova. His son 
lives and works in Germany. Mihail has been in engineering since he was fourteen 
and has bought some seriously powerful equipment. He now repairs and makes 
parts for machinery; he can make almost anything from his small workshop. 
 
One of the things he wanted to show us was his car.  
 

You may think this car looks a bit odd, - it is! Mihail made this car himself so he can 
drive and not rely on others. He had to design and make a car that he can drive. The 
problem is similar to Andrei’s inasmuch as he has no legs.  Many years ago he was 
caught outside in the bitter winter and got frostbite that led to gangrene and 
subsequent amputation of both legs. 
 
Mihail decided to set up his own workshop He bought some old but usable 
machinery, most of which he had to mend before they would work. He borrowed 
money and has set himself up.  One of the main problems was getting around to see 
his clients and do the repairs, hence the need for a vehicle. His car may look a bit 
rough but it works and serves it purpose.   

 
Mihail has an excellent reputation and is saving for some more equipment, he needs 
40,000 lei, about £1,750.   
 

It is encouraging to see success under such difficult circumstances.  Living in Moldova is 
very tough for everyone and Andrei and Mihail are an inspiration. In reality there is no 
real choice, you survive or die!  
 

Disability pensions are not always available and if they are they are pitifully small. We 
help and encourage wherever and whenever possible. 
 
 

 
The Lonely and Elderly - We have frequently said how so many have little option but to 
work abroad, all over the world. It is common for elderly people not to see their working 
children for many years. More often than not grannies and grandpas are left looking after 
their grandchildren. If the parents are successful in making a new life elsewhere some 
return to Moldova to take their children away to join them  -  leaving the grandparent alone. 
 
Not quite this scenario, but we visited granny Jenea who has been caring for her 
granddaughter since her daughter died in 2005 when Aculina was three. Since Aculina was 
a toddler, a very active toddler, Jenea has been caring for her. Aculina has been a good 
granddaughter, even through her teenage years. She has helped around the house of a tiny 
two small rooms, tiny rooms. Although very cramped Aculina was not only a help but also 
a companion.  



Aculina has now moved to Germany to earn money to start a new life. It must 
have been a very difficult decision. Granny is now alone and obviously very 
lonely, her little girl, the little girl her daughter never saw grow up has gone. 
 
It is difficult to imagine how Jenea feels. Such mixed feelings. On the one-hand 
delighted Aculina has grown into such a delightful young lady and is working 
to start a new life, a life away from the poverty of her home in Moldova. On 
the other-hand, sad to be alone. The tiny house has no running water nor 
toilet. The water is fetched from the well outside and “the facilities”, again 
outside in the garden. There is a stove but again the wood has to be carried 
in. Aculina telephones when she can but I am certain Jenea now feels her work 
here is done and she is no longer needed, she has lost her purpose in life. 
 
There are many successes in Moldova and we are privileged in being able to be part of this. It is so rewarding to 
see a family with seemingly no hope for the future, be supported through the difficult times and subsequently 
flourish.  
 
 
  

How lovely it is to see Nastea, (now 28), happily 
married and with her beautiful son Marius in 
their homely flat in a village near Chișinău. 

Garlia had two young 
children when her husband 
abandoned them.  Working 
whilst having a baby was 
not practical – they were 
desperate, living in a single 
room in a house shared by 
men who had to walk 
through her room to get to 
theirs 
 drank excessively.  

 

Having helped Garlia through the 
difficult times she now has a flat 
for herself and children in Bălți.  
 

She has a good job and the 
children are doing well at school.  
 

What would the situation be if we 
had not been there to help all 
those years ago?  

There are so many good things to celebrate but still sad stories and many families yet to help. We have been blessed 
with fantastic support and surrounded by such lovely helpers; - all this has enabled us to reach out and show a 
helpful hand of love to so many.  We just hope and pray we will be able to continue until we are no longer needed. 

 



 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BANKER’S ORDER 
 

To                      …………..……………………………………………………………Your Bank 

 

Address             …………….…………………………………………………………………     

 

                          ………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

Please pay to Barclays Bank plc,  3 Bedford Street, Exeter EX1 1LX (Bank Sort Code: 20-30-47)  

for the credit of Christian Response, account no: 20902446 

the sum of £………………………….     (………………………………………….…).(in words) 

starting on the……...…(day) of………..………….(month)…….…(year) and monthly thereafter 

until further notice. 

Account name………………………………………Account No ….…………………………….  

Your Address   …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

              

Signed………………………………………………. Date  …………………… 

 

Please return when completed to Hugh Scudder, cr2ee, Braida Garth, Staplake Lane, Starcross. EX6 8QT 

 

Gift Aid declaration – for past, present & future donations 
 
Please treat as Gift Aid donations all gifts of money as follows - 

This gift only ❑    In the past 4 years ❑      In the future ❑ 
(Please tick all boxes you wish to apply.) 
 

I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that 
is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur Sports Clubs that I donate to will reclaim on 
my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand the charity 
will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 that I give on or after 6 April 2008. 

 
Donor’s details 

Title ………………          First name or initial(s)    …………………………………………………….. 
 

Surname     …………………………………………………….………………………………………… 
 

Full home address      …………………………………………………….……………………………… 
 

…………………………………………………….……………………………………………………… 
 

Postcode ………………………                             Date …………………………………………. 
 
 
Signature ………………………………………………………. 
 

Please return this completed form to Hugh Scudder, cr2ee, Braida Garth, Staplake Lane, Starcross. EX6 8QT 

Please notify the Christian Response if you: 
Want to cancel this declaration    -    Change your name or home address    -    No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital 
gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your 
Gift Aid donations on your Self Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code. 


