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The call in action

Very dear praying friends,

How wonderful to greet you this Sunday 17 October in between a 
packed morning service and the coming evening service. We are back 
to doing services in person (or “presencial”, as we call it here), and the 
opportunity allowed us to license a lay minister, Angello Salse, who 
has studied the Word at evening classes and works and ministers in 
the church together with his wife Anita, with great energy! Licensing 
Angello was symbolic of what we feel God is doing: causing us to 
GROW AND GROW. Despite rising COVID numbers (again, these 
are mostly non-vaccinated cases) we have a morning service with 
vaccination passes and evening services without, respecting social 
distancing and all other protective measures. What has surprised us 
most are the many new faces that have appeared! These have mostly 
been joining our small study groups and pastoral cell groups, a great 
encouragement as we enter this very curious hybrid stage of church 
life. Tomorrow, we are holding a pastoral team meeting where I ask: 
“What is La Trinidad church now?” There have been so many learning 
processes that are still challenging us! Church has multiplied so much 
through small groups that we could ask where the new emphasis 
must lie in pastoring: Sunday services or leaders of cell groups? We 
have even been able to plant a new church in Brazil’s Villa Velha with 
missionaries who we sent some years back. The process has speeded 
up! So this morning’s licensing was so significant. My text came from 
Acts 6 and the theme was “More and more growth!” 

We are greeting you in one of the busiest times 
of our lives! This is the period of the year we told 
our church, “Alf is probably not going to be around 
much!” This is mainly due to the many celebrations 
that come in the September and October calendar 
of the Evangelical Church in Chile. An official 
Te Deum with the president and authorities 
(and at least 30 others all over the country!), 
the celebrations in the palace on the Day of the 
Reformation and, of course, the new relations with 
the Constitutional Convention, set up this year to 
write a new Constitution. Chile is in great need of 
prayer!!

The Evangelical Te Deum was finally held 
on 27 September and was much appreciated 
for its lucid teaching, modern worship and 
loving participation from all over Chile. This 
year the divisions that sometimes surface 
between different churches and groupings have 
noticeably decreased (probably on account 
of lockdown) as PLENA (see below) led and 
organised the event. One curious incident 
occurred: when we thanked our minister of 
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health for his very excellent work on our behalf, he broke down in tears and wept the rest of the service. Later, in 
interviews, he spoke of the “great energy” he felt in the service. 

PLENA stands for Plataforma Evangelica Nacional. In my role as 
protocolar representative of the Evangelical churches, I have, together 
with leaders of major denominations, managed to bring together 80 
per cent of Chile’s Protestant and Evangelical and Pentecostal churches 
around the Zoom table. One of the strengths of PLENA is that we meet 
for prayer across the entire nation every Saturday morning from 8–9am. 

The Constitutional Convention: After a lot of campaigning, we had 
five Evangelical and Protestant constituents elected among the 155. 
A tiny but significant group. We are now preparing for a celebration 
among them in the gardens of the Assembly Palace, where 
choirs will sing, Bibles will be given to each constituent, and Alf 
has to preach for seven minutes. This will be a key moment in 
our contribution to the new Constitution. A crisis created by the 
president of the convention, Elisa Loncon, when she rejected our 
Evangelical flag as a member of the many groupings that make 
up Chile’s culture, will end here with the installation of the same 
flag. 

Jewish Christian conference: Anti-Semitism has raised its ugly 
head in Chile and constitutes a threat to all religious freedom. 
We met for two days in a hotel, 150 lead pastors and Jewish 
rabbis to share together. We enjoyed fellowship in the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and also shared about Yeshua in non-
threatening ways. It was a meaningful and historic conference and 
we do not know where it will lead. We realised we also have fellowship 
with the Jews around Ruaj Andonai, the Holy Spirit, who came upon 
us mightily in moments. We ended up dancing Jewish dances and 
praying for a sick Jewish administrator with cancer.

EMOnline: Our Marriage Encounter team has done it again! Thirty 
couples online over two days, of which 16 are now in our church 
follow-up groups. Already other churches are asking for this very 
simple and effective ministry to couples who are beyond church. 
The next one is planned for November!

Alf’s PhD: Wonderful news is that Alf has been given his 
transfer panel interview for 1 November. If he passes he will be 
free to go for the final phase of his doctorate. Dr Andrew Kirk 
has kindly joined the supervisory team, as Dr Max Turner is still 
recovering from his therapy for cancer. Please pray for Max.

Family blessings: With Jahnn, Ara and Jessie back we now 
have the whole tribe with us. Wonderful moments are now 
possible as lockdown allows short days by the beach in Punta 
Puyai, days of rest, prayer, study, fishing and family fun. 

With our love, we treasure your fellowship,

Alf and Hilary Cooper

Church Mission Society is a mission community acknowledged by the 
Church of England  Registered Company No. 6985330 and Registered 
Charity No. 1131655 (England and Wales) and SC047163 (Scotland). 
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GOING FURTHER WITH CHURCH MISSION SOCIETY
Pioneer Mission Leadership Training at CMS, designed by pioneers 
for pioneers, equips students for transformational mission in a 
dynamic and supportive learning community. Find out more at 
pioneer.churchmissionsociety.org 


