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For most of the year we were 
unable to send trucks we therefore 
increased our financial support to 
help with essential food, clothing 
etc. For several months we have 
been unable to invite the children to 
any of our Soup Kitchens because 
of the coronavirus and with so 
many families desperate for the 
most basic things the extra money 
has been very well received 
 

The work to renovate and build our 
new Soup Kitchen in Chiperceni is 
going well, albeit the Covid 19 
restrictions have delayed some of 
the work.   
 

The children and everyone can 
now enjoy the lovely big room 
rather than the tiny one we had 
before.  On our last truck we were 
able to send two lovely stainless 
steel used ovens and hob and 
hope we will be able to finish the 
kitchen building later this year. 
 

2020 has been a challenging year world-wide and presented a 
variety of problems. Moldova has suffered a high infection rate and 
little work either in Moldova or abroad. 

Our Soup Kitchen in Chiperceni 

Having left the European Union, 2021 will bring many more challenges with our trucks but we have had many and 
varying problems in the past.  It is far too easy to give up and take an easy route by stopping our Aid truck Programme 
but this is not the way we work. We will do everything in our power to maintain support with Humanitarian Aid for as 
long as it is needed. We have now emptied our store, well almost emptied it, and therefore we now have the huge task 
of collecting and sorting clothing, bedding etc. to give us about sixteen tonnes of very good quality and sorted aid to 
take next time. It may be a bit ambitious but it would be lovely to think we could send another truck in early summer. 

Two trucks in December  We were able to send 
two trucks in December before the Brexit deadline 
with nearly thirty tonnes of aid. In addition to the 
eleven tonnes of Christmas Shoeboxes we sent about 
fifteen tonnes of good quality clothing, much needed 
new shoes, loads of new toys and much more. 
 

Our friends in Moldova have done a fantastic job 
distributing all the Christmas Shoeboxes and now 
have all the clothing, toys etc. to deliver to needy 
families.    This is not an easy task as the clothing is 
all sizes as are the people who need help.  Matching 
them up is not easy! They are also volunteers and we 
are very grateful for all their hard work 

Not an inch to spare 



 

With all the problems associated with the 
coronavirus; schools closed, home 
schooling, job insecurity and general 
worry we thought the appeal would 
generate about half the number of boxes. 

 How wrong we were.   
 

It is obvious we are blessed with the most 
fantastic supporters who always have the 
needs of others close to their hearts. 
 

The children are disappointed that again 
this year there was no snow at Christmas. 
The lack of snow did however make the 
distribution easier.   
 

We say every year how excited they are 
to receive a lovely Christmas Shoebox 
and this year maybe even more so. 
 

We have had lots of very happy reports 
from all the regions we help. The head 
teacher of the school in Baroncea posted 
the following:- On behalf of the parents of 
the students of the Baroncea School I 
express my sincere gratitude to all those 
who in the lead-up to the New Year 
holidays, did not spare any effort and 
pleased the children with gifts and 
surprises, having performed a small 
miracle and made the life of children a 
little better, more interesting 

Christmas Shoeboxes    We had an amazing and very surprising response to our Christmas Shoebox Appeal.   

The lack of snow at Christmas however is to the relief of many of the elderly folk and parents with young children as 
they will be relieved with the warmer weather.  
 

The bitter winter temperatures take their toll each year, mainly with the elderly. January is the coldest month and snow 
is a probability rather than a possibility  there is still plenty of time for the winter to bite. 

In an effort to prevent unnecessary suffering 
and the real possibility of death we have sent 
money to purchase wood for the winter.  To 
say the pensions in Moldova are meagre 
would flatter the reality; to survive on the state 
pension is almost impossible, especially when 
you consider all medical help has to be paid 
for, no NHS there.  
 

Similarly struggling families find winter a time 
of great worry. It is difficult to imagine how a 
hard-working mother and father feel in the 
knowledge they have insufficient wood to last 
through the bitter months of January and 
February. 
 

very dry weather last year and prices have 
increased considerably making the cost of 
even the most basic essential very expensive. 

We all hope and pray 2021 will be a better year. We have so many plans for our work in Moldova but some of these 
have been put on hold until we are again allowed to travel. It is so frustrating especially when the need is so great. 
In the meantime, we must plan for the next Aid truck. We need donations of very good quality clothing and lots of it, 
about sixteen tonnes!!  We also need to rely on our fantastic team who organise and sort everything at our store in 
Exmouth. During these Covid times it is very difficult but if you would like to join in please let us know.  


