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Team Rector: Rev. David Caporn 

Vicar’s Letter—December  2020 
 

What are the things that draw your attention or distract? Have you ever discov-
ered that the task that you REALLY don’t want to do becomes a blockage and 
constantly distracts you but when you actually do it, it is done quickly and easily? 
Or have you in the current times been easily distracted by the news, second 
guessing the latest announcement, Covid developments or focussing on some-
thing else and inadvertently ignoring what is in fact most important. What is it 
that fixes our attention? The risk is that what grabs our attention sometimes isn’t 
the thing that is most important.  

 
Advent this year in some ways will be different 
to the past: Christmas shopping with re-
strictions, a different feeling to church services 
and at the time of writing uncertainty about 
who we will be able to meet. But are these the 
things on which we should be fixated? Worthy 
and maybe necessary as they are, should they 
be the focus of our attention. Are they what 
Advent and Christmas are about? 
 

In our Advent book this year, ‘Fixated’, Tim Chester invites us throughout Advent 
to journey through the early chapters of Hebrews. In a world where there can be 
much talk of strategy, we are invited to follow the simple instruction of the writer 
to the Hebrews, which is to be fixated on Jesus. And this is a profound truth, it is 
an invitation to put Jesus at the centre of all that we do and think, to be recali-
brated and refocussed. During this Advent what could be better as we look for-
ward to celebrating not only the coming of the Lord Jesus but also look forward 
to His return. This is an invitation to stop, pause and reflect on where we find 
ourselves, our points of reference and to fix our eyes on Jesus, to maybe correct 
our frame of reference not by focussing on ourselves but on what we learn from 
God who has stepped into this world. When we do this in the midst of all the bus-
tle of the world, we are reminded of what is really important: that we are loved, 
the Comfort that the Lord Jesus brings and real Joy. If you have not been able to 
get a copy yet of Tim Chester’s book, you can sign up through the website. So let 
us journey together as we look forward to celebrating Christmas and the coming 
of the one who brings real Joy. 
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Our Mission: We exist to see lives transformed by Christ. 

Our Vision is that All Saints’ should be increasingly:  

 God honouring, Christ following, Spirit-led and Bible-based 

 Welcoming, open hearted, outward looking and relevant 

 A people who are humble, gracious, generous and servant hearted. 
 

Our service times are scheduled on page 10 of the magazine. The 8am Holy 
Communion follows the Book of Common Prayer. The 9.30 Service offers informal 
contemporary worship during which there’s seekers@saints, separate age related 
activities in five different groups for those aged 3 to teens. There are crèche facilities 
for the under 3s. The 11.15 am Service follows Common Worship. 
 

We hope you will always find a warm welcome here, and worship which is both 
reverent and meaningful. 
 

For disabled people we have level access into the Church by all doors, and a ramp to 
the hall and toilets (including adapted toilet); we also provide baby changing facilities. 
There is an efficient  loudspeaker system for those who find listening difficult.  A 
hearing loop, covering most of the church and hall, serves those with hearing aids 
switched to the ‘T’ position. The car park is available free for those attending services 
and meetings.  Permits for parking at other times are available for church members. 
 

All Saints’ Church is part of the Sid Valley Mission Community in the Devon Anglican 
Diocese. 
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REGULAR ACTIVITIES @ ALL SAINTS’ 

Are you on Facebook? All Saints' is!  Please Like our page and get our current 
events and news. Please also visit our website allsaintssidmouth.org.uk   

where you can download past sermons, check out events on our Calendar.  

Prayer Groups 
 Weekly Prayer, Friday 9.00 - 9.30 am in Church 
 Saturday Prayers  9.00am &-10.00am first Saturday of the month  
 Monthly Prayer and Praise, 10am & 7.30 pm , third Tuesday of each month in 

Church 
 Men’s Prayer group, 7am each Friday morning in church. Contact Phil 

Cranch. 
 Monthly Prayer for the Nation each fourth Monday at 2pm -Church 

Lounge. Contact Reg Ball—01395 515458. 

House Groups  There are many groups which meet at various places in the 
valley on different days and times. Please contact David Lewis— 01395 
516762 for information. 

Pastoral Team  Anyone who would like to discuss potential visits or prayer 
needs may contact E. pastoralcareallsaints@sidvalley.org.uk  

Happy Feet babies and toddler group for pre-schoolers and their families 
Tuesday mornings 10-11.30am (term-time) for play, craft, story time and 
songs for children and chat, support and home-made refreshments for 
adults. Contact Kirsty Hammond— 01395 515405. 

My Dad and Me. A twice monthly group for fathers and their children 2nd 
& 4th Saturday of the month 8.30 am. Contact Ben Ray - 07940 364387 

Men's Breakfast is held on the 3rd Saturday of the month at 8.15am.  All 
ages welcome for fellowship and friendship in an informal atmosphere.  
contact Chas Heil— 01395 512583. 

Sight Impairment Group — held 1st Tuesday at 2.30pm in All Saints’ lounge. 
Informal fellowship and refreshments. Contact Reg & Dot 01395 515458  

Messy Church is a fun packed session for children of all ages, accompanied 
by a parent, with games, craft, storytelling, songs, short bible talk and sup-
per.  3.30pm - 5.pm on the 2nd Thursday of each month. Contact Kirsty 
Hammond—01395 515405. 

               See page 14 for full contact details. 

    All regular activities have been suspended due to the Covid-19     

http://allsaintssidmouth.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/
mailto:pastoralcareallsaints@sidvalley.org.uk
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THOUGHTS FROM SALCOMBE REGIS FOR DECEMBER/JANUARY  

What a year it has been!  Normally at this time we reflect on the numerous happen-
ings during the year with a sense of self-congratulation that so much has been 
achieved.  Throughout 2020 there has been a lacune, which makes this article the 
more challenging to write….   
Nonetheless, there have been some highlights which have included our outdoor ser-
vices that people have asked us to repeat post lockdown and the spectacular poppy 
display for Remembrance with many enjoying taking up knitting again as a lockdown 
pastime.  As we look forward to better times, we have arranged a Travelling Christ-
mas Fair on Saturday 5 December and are planning a midnight and a Christmas 
morning Eucharistic service: keep an eye on our website and Keeping in Touch for 
more precise information.  
With Covid restrictions in the run-up to Christmas and the threat of recession, I 
thought the following was a pertinent reminder that gifts don’t have to be of the ma-
terial kind purchased in a shop: 
Five Free Gifts for Christmastide (and the rest of the year)               

To make you smile… 
A little girl after her geography exam: “Please God, make Copenhagen the capital 
of Japan – at least for this month!” 
Two seasoned travellers went to book reservations at an airline counter.  They 
humbly requested: “Two tickets to wherever our luggage is going”. 

Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to wish all our friends in the Sid Valley 
Mission Community peace and joy this Christmastide. 
Heather Salter 

THE GIFT OF LISTENING… 
But you must really listen. 
No interrupting, no daydreaming, 
No planning your response. 
Just listening. 
 

THE GIFT OF LAUGHTER… 
Clip cartoons. 
Share articles and funny stories. 
Your gift will say, “I love to laugh with 
you”. 
 

THE GIFT OF A COMPLIMENT… 
A simple yet sincere 
“You look great in red”, “You did a super 
job” Or “That was a wonderful meal” 
Can make someone’s day. 

 
THE GIFT OF A WRITTEN NOTE… 
It can be a simple 
“Thanks for the help” note or a full son-
net. 
A brief, handwritten note may be re-
membered for a lifetime and may even 
change a life. 
 
THE GIFT OF A CHEERFUL DISPOSITION… 
The easiest way to feel good is 
To extend a kind word to someone. 
Really, it’s not that hard to say 
“Hello” or “thank you”.  
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1. John and Carole Hawkins 
2. Chas and Angie Heil 
3. Mark Hill 
4. Irene Hirons 
5. Doreen Hiscocks 
6. Joyce Hitchins 
7. Denise Hocking 
8. Sheila Hopkins 
9. Kath Hughes 
10. Robin and Gill Johnson 
11. Ann Kay 
12. Wendy Kendrick 
13. Fran Lee 
14. David and Wendy Lewis 
15. Sheila Lockwood 
16. Gayle Lory 

17. Rosemarie Luff 
18. Tony and Jan MacGregor 
19. Ian and Wendy Mackie 
20. Rosemary Martin 
21. Tony and Barbara Martin 
22. Louise Melluish 
23. Marilyn Meredith 
24. Andie Miles 
25. Tony and Biddy Miller 
26. Roy and Olivia Milner 
27. Peter Mison 
28. Joyce Missing 
29. Garry Mitchell 
30. Gwyneth Moore 
31. Michael and Margit Mortensen 

All Saints’ Church Daily Prayer List for December 2020 

Intercessions for the Mission Community for December 2020 
 
 

For an awareness of the needs of others and a willingness to meet them. 
  

 For pastoral visitors in the Mission Community and those who organise 
them and continue to provide pastoral support by phone 

 For the bereaved and for those who normally come to the Hospiscare 
Tree of Light service and other memorial services to remember loved 
ones no longer with us especially with all the challenges of this year 

 For the poor and disadvantaged in our town, including the homeless 
and the Gateway agency seeking to assist them 

 For the work of Sidmouth Consolidated Charities and the Trustees 
 For those who come to our Christmas services and other events, that 

they may see the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 
 For those leading services, especially as these take on a different form 

this year due to Covid-19 
 For God’s grace and love towards those we meet and who share our 

lives 
 For those on their own or not able to meet with family or friends 
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All Saints’ Church Daily Prayer List for January 2021 

1. Seb and Sarah Mounoury 
2. Derek Mountford 
3. Neil and Emma Murdoch 
4. Bob Neale 
5. Ken and Helen Nelhams 
6. Jonathan and Sue Packer 
7. Paul and Mary Parkes 
8. Stuart and Shirley Parkins 
9. June Pedlar 
10. Jeremy and Gunn Peters 
11. Keith and Caroline Pilkington 
12. Lynne Powell 
13. Emily Prince 
14. Joy Prince 
15. Geoff and Chris Purkiss 
16. Margaret Rattenbury 

17. Brenda Richards 
18. Babs Robertson 
19. Elizabeth Rodwell 
20. Sarah Rose 
21. Maggie Rumsey 
22. Patsy Rust 
23. Andrew and Anne Sadler 
24. Patricia Sadler 
25. Peter and jenny Scott 
26. John and Carol Sharp 
27. Jean Simpson 
28. Gareth and Jenny Smith 
29. Jill Smith 
30. Bob and Joy Snelgrove 
31. Caroline Sparks 

Intercessions for the Mission Community for January 2021 

 Pray for a deepening of prayer for the mission and outreach of our 
churches.  

 For the opportunities of a New Year and for those for whom 2020 was 
particularly challenging 

 For our growth together as a Mission Community 
 For God’s blessing on our ministry amongst children and young people 

in the Mission Community and for Kirsty Hammond’s leadership in this 
 For the mission partners at home and abroad that we support through 

the various churches of our Mission Community 
 For all our Prayer Groups and House Groups as they seek to continue 

to connect with one another despite the challenges of Covid 
 For co-operation with other churches in the town 
 For God’s blessing on the Mission Community and for initiatives in our 

churches to reach out to people of all ages 

 For a growing confidence in bearing witness to our faith individually 
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Prayer for Healing 
I have been interested in ‘Healing by Prayer’ for a long time. I trained as a nurse 
in the early days of the NHS. It was usual for the Ward Sister to call us together 
for ‘Ward Prayers’. We were expected to kneel on the floor, but fortunately the 
‘New Look’ was in fashion and our uniforms had quite long skirts. We used to 
bunch our skirts up until we had quite a cushion to kneel on to prevent splinters 
in our knees! 

The patients were probably comforted by the prayers and two miracles occurred. 
One patient who had bowel cancer simply passed it into a bed pan and another 
one who was due to have a cancerous growth removed, the surgeon could not 
find a growth when he came to operate. I was eventually a ‘charge nurse’ at the 
Radcliffe in Oxford. 

When I was married we lived in Solihull and I joined ‘The Guild of St Raphael’. We 
had a service once a month. The vicar would pray for the sick people and anoint 
them with oil and we had lists of names for people to pray for and the next 
month we had another list. 

We retired to Cornwall, Truro Cathedral used to have days when we were taught 
how to pray for the sick. I prayed for a vicar who said my hands went very hot 
when I prayed for him, and he said he was healed so I was told I had the Gift of 
Healing and not to waste it. I was anointed to heal and told that if we moved to 
another town to seek out a church that had healing services and ask if I could 
help. A lady who was told she was going blind asked for prayer, when I placed my 
hands over her eyes she said ‘take them away, they are burning me’. When she 
went to see her specialist he said ‘What is supposed to be wrong with your eyes? 
I cannot find anything wrong’. There were other healings and then I had one my-
self. I was going to have a hip replacement and it was very painful. Two ladies 
prayed for me, my hip ceased to hurt and I have never needed the replacement. 
The church we attended at the time had ‘prayer partners’ wearing badges, and 
we had Church Counsellors. When the vicar was going to visit someone who was 
very ill he would take three or four people with him, he often took me. 

When I came to Sidmouth the Parish Church used to have healing services and I 
was allowed to take part, but they have ceased now. 

Jill Thomson took her son who could not walk and was confined to a wheel chair 
to a healing service and he was able to leave the wheel chair and walk unaided. 
When she died I asked if I could take over the Prayer Board and I asked some 
people who were interested if I could give them some names of people who had 
requested prayers. When the Church is closed people are asked to contact me 
and the group would pray for them. We have had some surprising results. 

Concludes on page 9 
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Our daughter, Jennifer, is a senior nursing officer in a large hospital in Mel-
bourne, Australia. She had half a lung removed three years ago. She felt that she 
was too busy to find time to go to church. A kindly pastor from a fundamentalist 
church used to visit her in hospital so she started going to church, she joined the 
choir, and is quite involved with the church. Melbourne has had a lengthy lock-
down. Her husband wanted her to give up her job but she says she is needed as 
there are so many patients with Covid 19 and a lack of nurses. She is really need-
ed and feels that she is ‘under protection’. We have been praying for her, and her 
safety, so far she seems to be well. She is 61 years old now and enjoying her new 
found faith.                                                                                                                    Anne 
Gibbons—Salcombe Regis (used with permission) 

Going the Extra Mile 
A man was asked to paint a boat. He bought his paint and 
brushes and began to paint the boat a bright red, as the owner 
asked him. 

While painting, he noticed a small hole in the hull, and quietly 
repaired it. When he finished painting, he received his money 
and left. 
The next day, the owner of the boat came to the painter and 

presented him with a nice cheque, much higher than the payment for painting. 
The painter was surprised and said “You've already paid me for painting the boat 
Sir!” 
“But this is not for the paint job. It's for repairing the hole in the boat.” 
“Ah, but it was such a small service... certainly it's not worth paying me such a high 
amount for something so insignificant.” 
“My dear friend, you do not understand. Let me tell you what happened.  
When I asked you to paint the boat, I forgot to mention the hole. 
When the boat dried, my kids took the boat and went on a fishing trip. 
They did not know that there was a hole. I was not at home at that time. When I re-
turned and noticed they had taken the boat, I was desperate because I remembered 
that the boat had a hole.  
Imagine my relief and joy when I saw them returning from fishing. 
I examined the boat and found that you had repaired the hole!  
You see, now, what you did?  
You saved the life of my children!  
I do not have enough money to pay your 'small' good deed.” 
So no matter who, when or how, continue to help, sustain, wipe tears, listen atten-
tively, and carefully repair all the 'leaks' you find. You never know when one is in 
need of us, or when God holds a pleasant surprise for us to be helpful and important 
to someone.                                                                                                    Author unknown 



10 

 

   All SAINTS’ SERVICES  
At present all in-church services have been suspended:  

SUNDAYS 
Online: Morning Service 9.30am 

Sunday sermon by phone throughout the week: 01395 203120  
 

Join us through our YouTube Channel, live at 9.30am on 
https://allsaintssidmouth.online.church/  

 

We have some great updated resources for children, check out 
https://allsaintssidmouth.org.uk/resources/childrens-resources/ 

 

Where possible we are also using technology by phone and online to 
enable small groups to meet. If you have access do please look at the 

website for updates and for more information 
www.allsaintssidmouth.org.uk  

   ST MARY & ST PETER, SALCOMBE REGIS SERVICES  

11:00am-3.00pm   Private Prayer      Every Wednesday 
Due to the size and nature of the church building, sadly numbers are limited to 
20 at present. Our plan is to take bookings for each service three weeks in ad-
vance, and this is possible by booking through the church website or by      
contacting David Caporn or the churchwardens, preferably by email.  

 

Christmas Services  
Services are dependent upon  

government regulations. We encourage you 
to keep an eye on the news sheets and 

church websites for updates.  

https://allsaintssidmouth.online.church/
https://allsaintssidmouth.org.uk/resources/childrens-resources/
http://www.allsaintssidmouth.org.uk
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CHILDREN & YOUTH 
Hello 
Just a little update from me! 

Bright and Light Outdoors happened (our alternative Halloween party) and it 
was such a lovely session. Young people went on a trail (with time slots) and 
looked for pictures of lights, searched for pumpkins, had some fun finding out 
about various Saints and finished with toasting marshmallows and receiving 
sweets. It was a lovely time, and the current thinking is we will do something 
similar next year.  

We are now looking forward to our Christmas activ-
ities. It has not been the easiest year to plan, but 
we have some ideas that you may be interested in. 
We will be holding an Advent Window Competition, 
which we hope all ages will be involved in. Here, we 
can decorate our homes to reflect the real Christ-
mas story. We will be taking carol services to peo-

ple, making Christmas cards for the hospital. The clergy team (and me) will 
continue filming assemblies to be shown in the local primary schools. Messy 
Church, youth groups, new children’s service, baby group etc have been on 
Zoom during the Lockdown and will possibly be up to Christmas. It is not as 
ideal as meeting physically, but how grateful we are to be able to technically 
to connect, where we know we are safe. 

Lastly “Elf on a Shelf” has really taken off in the last few years with families. 
This is where you have a naughty elf, and he is in a different place each day.  
This year, how about creating a new tradition “Wandering Wise Men”. They 
could be in different places each day for children (or any ages) to find. The 
Wise Men following the star before finding baby Jesus.  

There will be a town trail which families (and all ages) may wish to do. This 
will be clues around the town centre and prayer prompts to help focus prayer 
this Christmas and have some fun!  

Christmas will look different this year. We are planning on opening the Dairy 
Shop (following govt guidance) as usual for people to pop in and have a 
coffee. Please come in, you would be welcome.  

What ways can we bless and be salt and light in our community this Christ-

mas, as we share the hope that Jesus gives us. 

Kirsty :)   
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No Impossible Obstacles 
Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what 

we do not see. 
Hebrews 11:1  

As an adult leader, I arranged a student field trip to an obstacle course. 
We instructed students to slip into safety gear and scale an eight-foot wall. 
Those who went first encouraged each climber to trust the harness and 
keep moving forward without looking down. One of our students stared at 
the barrier as we secured belts and buckles around her waist. “There’s no 
way I can do this,” she said. Affirming the strength of her harness, we en-
couraged her and cheered when she climbed up the wall and stepped on-
to the high platform. 

When we face problems that seem impossible to conquer, fears and inse-
curities can cause doubts. The assurance of God’s unchanging might, 
goodness, and faithfulness creates a strong harness of trust. This confident 
assurance fueled the courage of the Old Testament saints, who demon-
strated that faith trumps our need to know every detail of God’s plan 
(Hebrews 11:1–13, 39). With conviction, we seek God earnestly, often 
standing alone when we trust Him. We can adjust the way we approach 
our challenges by viewing our circumstances with an eternal perspective—
knowing our trials are only temporary (vv. 13–16). 

Focusing on the steep climbs in life can prevent us from believing that God 
will bring us through. But knowing He’s with us, we can harness our uncer-
tainties by faith as we trust God to help us overcome obstacles that once 
seemed impossible. 

By:  Xochitl Dixon  

Reflect & Pray 
How can you become more courageous in the face of an impossible task?  How 
do you feel when you’ve accomplished something you didn’t think you could 
do?  

Father, thank You for being the Author and Perfecter of my faith, so that the 
measure of my faith when I face obstacles is reliant on Your strength, not my 
own.  

Our Daily Bread  www.odb.org   

https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%2011.1
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Heb%2011.1%E2%80%9313
https://biblia.com/bible/niv/Hebrews%2011.39
https://odb.org/author/xochitldixon/
http://www.odb.org
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End of Year Prayer 

Gracious Father, as we enter this season of Advent and Christmas, we pray 

that the challenges and hardships of this year will not weigh heavily upon our 

shoulders. May we wait expectantly with hope for brighter days ahead, a 

deep sense of peace that all will be well, and a profound understanding of 

your immeasurable love for each and every one of us. Thank you for sending 

your one and only Son as a testament of your love for us. Help us to keep our 

eyes fixed on you and give us the right words to express your love to those 

who need to hear it.  

Amen 
Diocese of Exeter 

DECEMBER 2020 Reflection from Bishop Robert 

It has been a tough 12 months and, for many of us, 2020 will be a year we shall 
be glad to leave behind. The pandemic has cast a long shadow over the world 
and, although news of a vaccine is welcome, it will be a long time yet until we are 
out of the woods.  
 

December is normally full of festive cheer, with Christmas lights, shopping for 
presents, parties and carol singing. It’s a great time for catching up with friends 
and family, except that this year will have to be a different kind of Christmas. 
 

Family gatherings, if allowed at all, will almost certainly be smaller. We may be 
joining in carols on Zoom or Facebook rather than in church. Already beleaguered 
local shops will suffer, as Christmas shopping is done online. 
 

What does not change, however, is the story and meaning of Christ’s birth: God 
with us. God is with us in the mess as well as in the good, in the disappointment 
and the difficulty, in times of sorrow as well as times of celebration. 
 

Deprived of the things that brighten up the long winter nights, to quote the old 
carol, we badly need a dose of ‘comfort and joy’. One shaft of light piercing the 
gloom is the way people are caring for each other, rallying round to give help, 
comfort and support, often going the second and third mile. These things are the 
antidote to cynicism and soften the abrasive edges of lockdown. They bring hope.  
 

This December, hang onto the words of John from the opening of his Gospel: 
‘The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has never overcome it’. God is 
with us. May we find in the birth of Jesus Christ both our comfort and our joy. 
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WHO’S WHO 

VICAR - Rev. David Caporn T: 01395 515963 

    E: david.caporn@sidvalley.org.uk  

CURATE— Rev. Nigel Candelent T: 01395 512524 
    E: nigel.candelent@sidvalley.org.uk 
YOUTH MINISTER  - Kirsty Hammond  T: 07966 060350  
    E: youth@sidvalley.org.uk  

OFFICE / VESTRY PHONE   577773 

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR  
Beth Bissett & Phil Cranch              577773 
Email: allsaints@sidvalley.org.uk 
  

CHURCH WARDENS 
Felicity Carver 514860 
Malcolm Crabtree                            568750 
 

DEANERY SYNOD 
Marcia Bastin                                     514860 
Phil Cranch                                         515677 
Kirsty Hammond                   07966 060350 
Carole Hawkins                                  515674 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY OFFICER &  
BUILDING MAINTENANCE 
John Belton 01404813431  

PCC SECRETARY 
Jane Lee                   jane.t.lee@outlook.com   
 

PCC TREASURER & Gift Aid 
Richard Beattie 514441 
 

GIVING 
Freewill Offering 
Richard Beattie 514441 

ELECTORAL ROLL SECRETARY 
Church Administrator 
PASTORAL CARE CO-ORDINATORS 
Contact the Vicar                                                              
E. pastoralcareallsaints@sidvalley.org.uk  

SAFEGUARDING TEAM 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator 
Tony Wiltshire                              516612 
Assistant Safeguarding Co-ordinator/Adult 
Advocate 
Mary Parkes                                  576833 
Children’s & Young People’s Advocate 
Tracey Tipton 07927 393800 
Parish Verifier 
Jane Lee                                        743788 
PCC Safeguarding Representative 
Mary Parkes                         576833 

 

House Groups 
David Caporn                                 515963 

Hall Bookingss 
Biddy Miller     513697 

mailto:allsaints@sidvalley.org.uk
mailto:jane.t.lee@outlook.com
mailto:pastoralcareallsaints@sidvalley.org.uk
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TEAM RECTOR - Rev. David Caporn 
CURATE - Rev. Nigel Candelent 
 

All Saints & Salcombe Regis 
Rev. David Caporn                    515963  
Rev. Nigel Candelent                512524     
 

St. Francis, Woolbrook and 
Sidbury & Sidford  
Rev. Laura Selman                    515076 
 

Sidmouth Parish Church        515076 
Rev. Matt Selman 
Team Vicar 
Rev. Kim Mathers                    578123 

  
 

Magazine Editors  
Sidmouth Parish Church 
David Wade                       01404 813191 
david@wadewise.co.uk  
 

St Francis, Woolbrook  
(Grapevine news letter) 
Jackie Herbert  
E-mail: grapevine.stf@gmail.com  
 

Sidbury & Sidford 
Janice Salway  514862 
E-mail:  jansalway@hotmail.co.uk 
 

All Saints’ & The Parish Church of St. 
Mary & St. Peter Salcombe Regis  
 

Lena Welch  514585 
E-mail: lena.welch1@gmail.com  
 

If you have an article for All Saints’/
Salcombe Regis magazine, please send by 
email if possible; or put it in the “W” pigeon 
hole for my  attention, and confirm by 
phone call, many thanks.   
 

Contact for Salcombe Regis  
Renee Forth                                  578589 
reneeforth443@btinternet.com 

ALL SAINTS’ WEBSITE: 
www.allsaintssidmouth.org.uk 

All Saints’ Church charity number 1128968  

SID VALLEY TEAM 

Rev. David Caporn - Chairman 

Rev. Nigel Candelent—Curate 

Fliss Carver - Churchwarden 

Malcolm Crabtree - Churchwarden 

Richard Beattie -Treasurer  

Jane Lee Secretary 

Peter Fung - Minutes Secretary 

Marcia Bastin - Deanery Synod Rep 

Phil Cranch - Vice-Chairman & Deanery 
Synod Rep  

Kirsty Hammond - Deanery Synod rep                                 

Carole Hawkins - Deanery Synod Rep 

Chris Cruise 

John Dunster 

John Hammond 

Stephen Low  

Kathryn Morgan 

Michael Mortensen 

Mary Parkes - Safeguarding Representative 

Geoff Purkiss 

 If you have an issue you wish to raise for 
the PCC's consideration, please contact the 
secretary—Jane Lee 

The minutes of PCC meetings are published 
on the website and in a folder in the 
church lounge and on MyChurchSuite. 
 

The PCC or its sub-committee, normally 
meets at 7.30pm on the 2nd Tuesday of 
the month except Aug & Dec 

ALL SAINTS' CHURCH PCC  

Are you on Facebook? All Saints' 
is! Please Like our page and get 

our current events and news.  Please 
also visit our website!   

https://www.facebook.com/
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A Christian Scientist's Letter to the UK Church 
17th November 2020 

Christian scientists need our prayers more than ever, says Dr Ruth Bancewicz. 
Here's where to start 

Dear Church, 

Dr Francis Collins, who is heading up medical research on Covid in the US, re-
cently expressed his faith and his hope in God to help us through this pandem-
ic. He expressed the grief that so many are experiencing, and its impact on 
health workers. He also described an intensity of scientific work that he has 
never experienced before in his career, and his conviction that he is in exactly 
the right place just now – serving God with his science. He is holding on tight to 
the words of Paul in 2 Timothy 1:7, "for God gave us a spirit not of fear 
but of power and love and self-control." 

I want to emphasise the message of hope that Christians in the sciences around 
the world can bring to the church right now. They are demonstrating their love 
for people by working to the best of their God-given ability, using what re-
sources they have to help improve care for the sick and protect the vulnerable. 
I will also share some ways to pray, and some resources that will help you and 
your church understand and respond to the latest knowledge about this dis-
ease from a Christian perspective. Science will not solve all our problems, but 
with God’s help and wisdom we can use the tools of science to serve him and 
love others in this current crisis. 

Power 

In 2 Timothy the apostle Paul encourages his friend to "fan into flame the gift of 
God" that is in him. I am thankful that scientists like Francis are using their own 
particular talents to understand this virus, and help prevent or treat infection. 
The things they discover are not just useful, but at times they can also display the 
beauty and wonder of God’s creation. 

When I spoke to Lisa Tan, a clinical researcher in my own church, she suggested 
the following prayer points. Please pray that: 

 Clinical trials – whether of drugs or vaccines – are well designed and conduct-
ed and provide conclusive unambiguous results (positive or negative). 

 Although speed and efficiency are of the essence, scientific integrity, quality 
and rigour would be maintained.                             

 Safety of trial subjects would be paramount and maintained at all times. 

Concludes on page 17 

https://www.premierchristianity.com/Past-Issues/2020/July-2020/Francis-Collins-The-Christian-scientist-looking-for-a-Covid-19-vaccine
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 Decision makers in companies, academia and government would work well to-
gether. 

Love 

For the Christian, every walk of life is a ministry that must be done with love. A scien-
tist shows their love for God, for people and the rest of creation through their work 
in the lab. They pour themselves into their work wholeheartedly, trusting that God 
will guide and use their efforts to good effect. Dr Harvey McMahon works at the 
Medical Research Council Laboratory for Molecular Biology in Cambridge. He de-
scribed his experiences to me in a recent email: 

“I have a deep love and appreciation for science and count it a privilege to study 
God’s creation. For me science and faith are intertwined, and together are part of a 
more holistic view. I study God’s fingerprints in his creation to learn more of him and 
the world he placed us in and to learn how we should take care of it and each other. I 
am awed by my heavenly Father’s glory displayed in creation (and I get to investigate 
this day after day!) I pray for inspiration and insight into how his creation works, and 
that he would reveal what he wants me to know, and that he provides the opportuni-
ties to give the glory to him.” 

Let’s pray: 

 For all the scientists around the world who are working on Covid-19. 

 For those who want to work out their faith in loving ways through their science. 

 For generosity and kindness in sharing resources and expertise. 

That decisions on the application of scientific knowledge would benefit the most 
vulnerable. 

Self-Control 

It is largely our own and others’ selfish actions that can turn a forest into a desert, a 
natural event into a natural disaster, or one animal’s friendly virus into our own spe-
cies’ personal nightmare. Thankfully it’s not up to scientists, politicians, or even the 
church to save the world. Jesus’ suffering, death and resurrection are the solution to 
evil. 

Our ultimate hope is that one day all creation will be renewed. We can also have 
hope in the here and now, that God is with us in our suffering. When we respond in 
positive ways to painful events, that is evidence that Jesus is alive and working in our 
lives. 

You can be confident that Christians serving in the sciences across the globe are 
standing with you in love, hope and faith. Let’s pray together for the strength to 
cope, and for an end to this pandemic. 

Dr Ruth Bancewicz is the church engagement director at the Faraday Institute for 
Science and Religion where a version of her letter first appeared 

https://www.faraday.cam.ac.uk/churches/church-resources/posts/a-scientists-letter-to-the-uk-church-hope-prayer-and-some-helpful-resources/
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8 brilliant things Sir Cliff Richard has said 
about his Christian faith 
14th October 2020 - Premier Christianity Magazine 

 

As Sir Cliff celebrates his 80th birthday, we're remem-

bering eight times the singer brought his faith to the 

fore during his glittering career 

 

1. On his role as an ambassador for Christ: 

“If I'm going to represent God I have to do it the best I can.” 

2. On his clean-cut image: 

“I don't spit or swear or sleep around. I've always maintained I'm the most radical 

rock 'n' roll singer Britain has ever seen.” 

3. Bringing out his inner evangelist: 

“There is no better news, than the fact that Jesus can actually turn a life upside 

down and save it.” 
 

4. On not caring what people think of him: 

“What other people think of me is becoming less and less important; what they 

think of Jesus because of me is critical.” 

5. On how he leans on God in troubled times: 

"With God you don't have to express it. I believe he knows what you're feeling. 

He's going through what you're going through." 

6. On how he has drawn closer to God through difficulties late in life: 

"My faith is stronger than ever because I've had to rely on it in recent years much 

more than I've ever had to." 

7. On facing false accusations and being able to turn to God: 

“I often have asked myself, 'How would I have survived that had I been atheistic, 

how would I have survived if I believed there was no God." 

8. On how he’s been able to forgive those who lied about him: 

"I just said: 'God, I wanna forgive this guy,' so I said, 'yes, okay, I forgive him.' You 

know what? I felt such an ease. I forgave him and therefore I didn't feel any ani-

mosity anymore and even now I can't feel hate.” 
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CHRISTMAS SHOPPING @ THE MUSTARD SEED  
we are open again from 3 December (lockdown permitting!).  Drop 
in for a coffee and cake (our homemade mince pies will be soon on 
the menu too) or a light lunch and do some shopping at the same 
time.  We have a range of Christmas cards supporting charities such 
as Compassion, Tear Fund, The Leprosy Mission and Samaritan’s 
Purse.  We also have several 2021 calendars (two designed by Han-
nah Dunnett) as well as other Christian gifts. 
 

You can contact us by visiting, telephone 01395 512225 or 
 Email  mustard.seed@hotmail.co.uk  

We are open: Mon – Fri, 10.00am to 2.00pm closed Sat/Sun).  
   

mailto:mustard.seed@hotmail.co.uk
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SVMC - Night Prayer 
 Weekly on Sunday 

 7:00pm 

 Online 

 Started Aug 2020 

   
Join us LIVE on 5th & 6th December for a Christmas like no other 

Celebrate with people all over the South West tuning in from their home for a festive 
online production featuring home grown talent and headline acts. 

We all know 2020 has been WAY different than anyone imagined but there’s one thing all 
can look forward to - Christmas! Help spread the word for this amazing celebration and 

party! 
Despite what has been a challenging year for so many this is a time in the year that brings 

so many smiles. 
Our first ever South West Carols event will be a celebration of all the GOOD things that 

take place at this wonderful time of the year as we remember the reason for the season.  
Featuring traditional carols, creative musical items, a nativity produced by children across 

the region, items to make you laugh out loud, interviews and stories, fun and engaging 
audience interaction points, and more.  

Watch live or find out more here 

https://anglican.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=543e9623f7379d75d88235209&id=a9f937e427&e=a86e2266eb
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C  H  U  R  C  H    A  C  T   I  V  I  T  I  E  S  


